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AMTRAK’S CONNECTS US PLAN



NOACA’S FOCUS
• Improved service through Cleveland: 

• Convenient departure/arrival times in 
Cleveland

• Better on-time performance for 
passenger routes through Cleveland

• Improved efficiency for Port of Cleveland 
freight traffic

• Making the economic development case 
for additional rail expansion throughout 
Ohio 



GETTING STARTED
• August 2021 meeting among the Cleveland-Chicago stakeholders:

• FRA Administrator Amit Bose
• Members of Congress

• Rep. Marcy Kaptur (OH)
• Rep. Marie Newman (Illinois)
• Staff for Reps. Frank Mrvan (Indiana) and Jan Schakowsky 

(Illinois)
• Amtrak official: Joe Shacter
• MPO Executive Directors:

• Grace Gallucci (NOACA – Cleveland, OH)
• Erin Aleman (CMAP – Chicago, IL)
• James Turnwald (MACOG – South Bend, IN)

• Rail advocacy organizations
• Stu Nicholson, All Aboard Ohio
• Laura Kliewer, Midwest Interstate Passenger Rail 

Commission
• Rick Harnish, Midwest High Speed Rail
• Alex Metcalf, TEMS, Inc.



SEEKING OHIO’S SUPPORT
• 2021-2023 NOACA’s Legislative Initiatives for 

Action document prioritizes advocacy for 
passenger rail; Board response is enthusiastic

• 2022: NOACA wrote Ohio Governor Mike 
DeWine, thanking him for asking the ORDC to 
engage with Amtrak on feasibility and costs for 
improved and/or expanded service to Cleveland, 
and asking him to file expression of interest with 
FRA for 6 routes:

• Improved east-west service on existing routes 
through Cleveland

• New service on the proposed “3Cs&D” route



LOCAL SURVEY
NOACA, with partners Downtown Cleveland Alliance 
and Cleveland Neighborhood Progress, conducted a 
survey of over 5,500 Cleveland-area stakeholders and 
residents:
• 99% would use Amtrak more if departures and 

arrivals were in daytime hours
• 99% would choose Amtrak over flying if travel times 

were similar
• Destinations most likely to attract Amtrak travelers if 

service were improved:
• Chicago
• New York
• D.C.
• Pittsburgh
• Philadelphia
• Detroit



CORRIDOR ID PROGRAM
• Infrastructure Investment & Jobs Act (IIJA) aka Bipartisan 

Infrastructure Law (BIL) allocated unprecedented $66B for 
passenger rail throughout U.S.

• IIJA created FRA’s new Corridor Identification & Development 
(Corridor ID) Program, to identify priority passenger rail 
corridors for funding and development



CORRIDOR ID PROGRAM
2022: NOACA submitted a Letter of Interest for several routes in 
response to FRA’s Corridor ID program:



CORRIDOR ID PROGRAM
• November 2022, NOACA submitted formal 

applications for 3 corridors: 
• CLE – Toledo – South Bend – Chicago
• CLE – Youngstown – Pittsburgh (in route to 

Phila. & DC)
• CLE – Buffalo (in route to NYC)

• NOACA Board supported these applications, as 
well as Ohio’s applications for:

• 3Cs & D (CLE – Columbus – Dayton – 
Cincinnati)

• CLE – Toledo - Detroit



CONTINUING EFFORTS
NOACA continues to advance passenger rail improvements through 
Cleveland:
• Meetings/discussions with Statehouse delegation
• Meetings/discussions with Congressional delegation
• Ongoing talks with Amtrak
• Discussions with partners to the East and West
• Engaging Cleveland’s business community, and seeking their 

advocacy with Governor and other officials
• Continued collaboration with local stakeholder organizations, 

like Downtown Cleveland Alliance, Cleveland Neighborhood 
Progress, and Ohio Association of Regional Councils (OARC)

• Continued discussions with local elected officials in NOACA’s 5-
county region (NOACA Board)



NEXT STEPS
• NOACA will continue to urge Ohio to engage through the Corridor ID program
• NOACA will continue to engage MPOs from the East Coast through Chicago
• NOACA will continue to work with Amtrak on station upgrades
• Continued engagement through FRA’s Amtrak Daily Long-Distance Service Study
• Advocacy to oppose proposed rail funding cuts through the Congressional appropriations process
• NOACA’s 2023 Annual Meeting in October: focus on passenger rail, featuring Amtrak’s Derrick 

James



CUYAHOGA VALLEY SCENIC RAILROAD 
EXTENSION

• NOACA leading a partnership to fund a feasibility study 
to extend CVSR passenger service from Independence 
north to Downtown Cleveland:

• NOACA
• Cleveland Metroparks
• City of Cleveland
• Cuyahoga County
• GCRTA
• National Park Service
• Canalway Partners

• NOACA applied for grant through the  Ohio & Erie 
Canalway Strategic Initiative Program 

• Will continue to work with partners to advance this 
project (develop scope of service, procure feasibility 
study)            



FOR MORE INFORMATION:

www.noaca.org



NOACA will STRENGTHEN regional 
cohesion, PRESERVE existing 
infrastructure, and BUILD a 
sustainable multimodal transportation 
system to SUPPORT economic 
development and ENHANCE quality 
of life in Northeast Ohio.
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