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A Quick Review…



The Big Budgets
•Transportation

• House Bill 54
• Amendments Due 2/13
• Sub Bill Expected 2/18
• Due by 3/31

•Operating
• Being Drafted
• Amendments Due 3/14
• Expected to Pass 4/9
• Due by 6/30

•Testimony to be heard in 
Finance Committee and 13 
others.
•Changed from past 
General Assemblies.
•Helpful information can 
be found at:

lsc.ohio.gov – Budget 
Central



All Aboard Ohio Priorities
•Rejoin Midwest Interstate Passenger Rail Commission
•Establish an Office of Passenger Rail
•Fully fund Corridor ID Step 2 for 3C&D, Cleveland – 
Toledo – Detroit, and Midwest Connect



Statehouse Testimony





Testimony Process
•Prepare written remarks in advance
•Coordinate with committee chair to schedule testimony
•Speech 😅
•Questions and Comments from Committee



Questions from Committee
•Why did we leave MIPRC to start?
•What are good things you learned at MIPRC?
• Is there an estimated cost for the corridor ID projects?



Comments from Committee
Comment of the day:
“10 years ago, this was seen as a dead-on-arrival idea. It 
seemed illogical. 10 years ago, I felt the same way. …
Post covid, our lives are so much mobile. Sitting on the 
train for a trip which may be longer now makes sense as 
you can use that time for productivity.”

-Rep Daniels (R) New Franklin
    Vice Chair, House Transportation



Passenger Rail Day of Advocacy
The beginning, not the end.



Our Goals
•Engage specific legislators – party leadership in both 
chambers, members of the Finance and Transportation 
Committees in both chambers, and new members.
•Ask specifically for their feedback – concerns, questions, 
thoughts.



The Coalition



Results
•54 meetings with Senators and Reps
•Nearly universal positivity
•Bringing awareness
•Tracking support

• Who are our allies
• Who needs more pushing?



Our Literature
• 16 page Advocacy Booklet



Our Literature



Our Literature



Our Literature



Our Pitch – What Worked
•Using visual aides to pitch our message
•Maps rock
•Keeping it casual



Reception
•Over 100 in attendance
•Legislators and Aides
•Conversation lasting over 
2 hours!



Big News!
Our advocacy is making waves



Transportation Budget
•Passed in the House
• Includes MIPRC amendment!

•Next Step: Senate



Ohio Chamber of Commerce
•Endorsed Corridor ID and passenger rail
•Potentially first time in 50 years



Step 2 Funding
• In testimony, Matt Dietrich, ORDC Director shared:



Step 2 Funding
• In testimony, Matt Dietrich, ORDC Director shared:

ORDC plans on covering Phase 2 costs 
for both 3C+D and CTD



Step 2 Funding
• In testimony, Matt Dietrich, ORDC Director shared:

ORDC plans on covering Phase 2 costs 
for both 3C+D and CTD

•Press release planned following budget 



~In Summary~
•Our advocacy is working
•We are driven to keep the momentum through 2025 
and beyond



What’s Next
Its only March…



AAO Fundraising Strategy
•Business Involvement
•Goal: 1000 small businesses signed on

• Institutional Support
• We are doing work that will benefit corporations, hospitals, 

universities
• We are requesting their support in return



AAO Membership Strategy
•Emphasis on growth
•Focus on our chapters

• More funding = more resources to do cool stuff ☺
•University sub-chapters
•Abundance of volunteer opportunities



AAO Advocacy Strategy
•We need YOU!
• In progress: advocacy guide

• Frequently updated with current asks and actions
• Goal: AAO as an advocacy powerhouse



Announcements
News from Across the State



Southwest OH
•New Chapter Leads in Cincinnati!

Andrew Hesch              Ryan Minnich



Southwest OH
•Volunteer Opportunity
•Piloting our presence
•March 15th 10a-3p
•Calling our Dayton and Cincy chapters!



Mark Your Calendar…
2025 Annual Meeting
•Columbus Ohio
•Saturday, July 12, 2025
•Potential Reception on Friday, July 11



Coming soon…
•Race to Chicago
•May 2025

•SW vs. NW/NE
•Which train arrives to Chi first?



Join Our Slack



In Remembrance

David E Shreiner



In Remembrance

Michael Conner
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